Watergate Improvement Association Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2009

Members Present:

Allen Robinson, President

Mike O’Brien, Treasurer

Ralph Bauman, Grounds & Pier Chairman

Nicole Murphy, Social Chairperson

Kim Wiggins, Board Member

Kathy O’Brien, Board Member

Members Absent:

Liz Egan, Vice President

Chris Murphy, Secretary

Catherine Avery, Board Member

Vince Cerniglia, Architectural

Bill Turley, Harbor/Pier Chairman

Meeting was called to order at 7:24 pm.

President’s Report:

We will be bringing the chili and wings to the fire station the first week in November.  They have also suggested that we install a box at the beach with a key for access to the water in case of emergency.  They will also be coming to the annual meeting to speak to our community.

Allen has also spoken to Mike Murdoch about the Thomas Point Park cabin.  He stressed the importance of sending a letter to the county director of parks and recreation about our interest in restoring and maintaining the Thomas Point Park cabin as a nature and education center.  

Ralph has offered his assistance with restoring the dinosaur at the park.

The DNR oyster cages have been successful.  Allen has noticed an increase in wildlife in the creek.  Kathy also suggested that this success might encourage others to put an oyster cage on their private pier or adopt one at the community pier next year.  Allen is contacting the Capital to share our story. 

Allen thanked Nicole for her efforts with the crab feast.  Neighbors were very happy with the event.  

Treasurer’s Report:

All accounts have collected interest.  All accounts are in good shape.  

We have added $1767 to our pier reserve account.  We will continue with our proposed pier assessment as it was last year.  This year’s proposal will add $100 to the working capital.  

The proposed community account will continue with the current $175 assessment.  We have added funds to our working capital and increased our social budget.  

Social Report:

Thanks to all for the help with the crab feast.  We had a great day and a fantastic turnout.  We will again have the Halloween party in the court this year.  Allen and Mike will bring out grills and decorations for the party.  Mark Wiggins and Allen Robinson have offered their lawn tractors for hay rides.  Oakwood will be invited this year as well.  

We do need a neighbor to host the holiday party.  The party host will be offered a server to assist with the event as well as a cleaning service the following day.  

Kim Wiggins has also invited neighbors to come for Bunco games with Oakwood neighbors.  

Pier/Grounds Report:

The pier is running well and the oysters are thriving.  Ralph has replaced the basketball nets.  Water will stay on at the pier until mid November.  Ice heaters are ready for the first ice and need a short time to work.  They are used to protect boats and pilings from ice.

New Business:

Pet waste is an ongoing concern at the community recreation area.  This is not only a concern to individuals using the area but also a concern for the bay.  Signage may serve as a reminder.  

Non-residents and non-guests using community property can be asked to leave or the police can be contacted to ask them to leave.

Concerns about vehicles parked on community property were shared.  It was brought up that other communities use stickers to identify vehicles.  

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

The annual meeting will be held November 12, 2009 at 7:00 pm at Hillsmere Elementary.  

